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Dormice Update

This year we have set up another dormouse 

box site at Redhill Wood near Newbury, 

following a successful nut hunt there in 

spring. We continue not getting many 

dormice in our boxes despite knowing they 

are present at the sites. Numbers of dormice 

seem to be down for some reason at box 

sites throughout the UK, perhaps related to 

the weather this year. We have however 

had lots of yellow-necked mice and some 

other small mammals using boxes.

We did another dormouse-eaten nut hunt in 

the east of Berkshire at a National Trust site. 

This nut hunt, like our previous nut hunt in 

east Berkshire, was unsuccessful so there is 

still no recent verified evidence of 

hazel dormice in east Berkshire.

We ran our dormouse ecology and surveying 

training day again on 20th October. 

Daniel Atter

Dormouse Officer

Welcome to the second edition of 

Mammal Tracks.

In this edition, find out about our dormouse 

activities over the summer, a brilliant bat 

walk in association with the Friends of 

Caversham Court, and a new system for 

recording your mammal sightings. Don’t 

forget you can find our current events on 

the website, www.berksmammals.org.uk, 

and join our Facebook group for more 

mammal chat!

If you’ve attended any Mammal Group 

events and have pictures or a write-up, 

please send them in for the next newsletter. 

We welcome contributions from people 

other than committee members!

I hope you enjoy the newsletter but feel free 

to send any comments or suggestions.

Angela Houghton

Newsletter Officer
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Contacting us

If you want to ask us anything, please use 

the relevant contact email address. You can 

also find us on Facebook (search ‘Berkshire 

Mammal Group’).

Dormouse activities and training: 

dormice.bmg@gmail.com

Other event enquiries: 

event.bmg@gmail.com

Records and surveys: 

surveys.bmg@gmail.com

Newsletter enquiries and submissions:

newsletter.bmg@gmail.com

General enquiries: 

berksmammals@gmail.com

Pygmy shrew in box at 

Peckmoor Copse and 

yellow-necked mice at 

Ashampstead Common



Prizes:

The first prize in each category will be a keeper experience 

session at Beale Park, Pangbourne (www.bealepark.co.uk). 

For the under 17s this will be a junior keeper session.

Stay in touch! Join us on Facebook (search ‘Berkshire Mammal Group’)

Membership Update

We now have almost 60 full members and 

over 150 people on our mailing list. As we 

start the new membership year I have high 

hopes that those numbers will grow. We 

have an exciting year ahead of us with our 

winter talks coming soon, more surveys and 

bio-blitz’s and other great events, so please 

keep an eye on our website and Facebook 

group and pass the word around to any of 

your friends and colleagues who might be 

interested, and finally, thank you for your 

support over the last year.

Damian Carter

Treasurer

PS – Don’t forget to renew your 

membership for 2012-13!

Event Report: Caversham Court Bat Walk

The Berkshire Mammal Group joined up with 

the Friends of Caversham Court Gardens for an 

evening walk, exploring the garden's beautiful 

setting beside the Thames. The old buildings 

and large trees had lots of potential for bat 

roosts, so we were looking forward to seeing 

some bats.

Armed with bat detectors and guided by 

experienced bat surveyors Ceridwyn Jennings 

and Stacey Waring, we managed to see and 

hear a variety of different species of bats, 

identified as Daubenton’s, pipistrelle and brown 

long-eared, Daubenton’s perhaps not too 

surprising as the site was along the river.

To top the evening off we had a visit from a fox 

cub, who was carelessly strolling along the 

bank!

Charlotte Selvey

Outdoor Events Officer

The Berkshire Mammal Group Photographic Competition 2012 DEADLINE EXTENDED

We need more entries for the photographic competition, so we’ve decided to relax the rules to 

make it easier for people to send in entries. We aren’t looking for the next Wildlife Photographer 

of the Year, so don’t be put off from having a go! Here are the new details…

Categories:

1. UK mammals

2. World mammals

3. Under 17s

Rules:

1. Any member of The Berkshire Mammal Group may enter up to four photographs, no more 

than two per category. They must be submitted by email to berksmammals@gmail.com.

2. Each image should feature one or more mammals in some way, including tracks and signs.

3. You may manipulate images as much or as little as you want.

4. Your name and the title of the image should accompany each photo.

5. The photographs must be your copyright. By entering, you agree that The Berkshire Mammal 

Group may use your images freely on its website, newsletter or other publications.

6. Results will be announced at February’s AGM so we need entries by the end of January please.

Judging:

We hope to find a suitable external person to help judge the competition. Otherwise, the judges 

will be committee members who have not entered photographs! The judges will not know the 

identity of the member who entered the photograph. The photographs will be judged on subject 

(including rarity and behaviour), focusing, depth of field, composition and overall artistic merit.

Rebecca Thomas

Chair



A New Way To Keep Your Mammal Records

We have just started using a new online records system, which is a big improvement on our 

old recording system and makes it easier and more fun to let us know about any mammals 

or any sign of a mammal you see while you’re out and about or in your garden.

The new system allows you to create your own login, so you can access all your records and 

see the others for the county. It’s also not just restricted to mammals so you can start 

recording sightings of any species you see (birds, dragonflies, anything you like really).

Another benefit is that you don’t need to spend time working out grid references. Instead, 

you can just use the maps to find the exact location of your sighting! It only takes a few 

minutes to sign up and then you have the benefit of The Mammal Group will verify each 

record and then they will be passed onto TVERC and other interested local groups, so you 

know that your records are helping mammal conservation in Berkshire.

Have a go, and let us know what you think of the new system. You can find it on our website 

at www.berksmammals.org.uk/recording.

Rebecca Thomas

Chair

A look at 

some of 

the records 

for the 

county 


