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Dormice Update

The dormouse survey season has started 

and the first box checks of the year have 

been conducted. No dormice were recorded 

in the first two checks – however, there is a 

better chance of finding them later in the 

year, as they are just waking from 

hibernation in April and May. We did have 

lots of blue tit nests with eggs and chicks, 

quite a few yellow-necked mice, a bank vole 

and either a marsh or willow tit.

We did not have many dormice at our sites 

last year, but it can take a few years for 

boxes to get used, so we are hoping for 

more this year now they are ‘weathered in’. 

We now have a third licence holder who has 

taken over the monitoring of Peckmoor 

Copse, but with only a few dormice in the 

box checks it may take a while for more 

people to gain dormouse survey licences. 

We plan to open up a few of the checks to 

the whole group so everyone can have the 

opportunity to join these surveys.

The eight boxes that went missing at 

Ashampstead have been replaced, and we 

are setting up a fourth long-term monitoring 

site. Plans for this year include two 

dormouse-eaten nut hunts in the autumn, 

running our dormouse survey training day 

again, and arranging for BMG members to 

assist with the introduced edible dormouse 

box checks in the Chilterns again this year 

(there are write-ups of some of last year’s 

dormouse activities

on our website).

Daniel Atter

Dormouse Officer

Welcome to the first ever edition 

of the Berkshire Mammal Group 

newsletter, Mammal Tracks.

The newsletter will be sent by email to all 

members, three or four times a year 

depending what’s going on. Between 

newsletters you can keep up through the 

website, www.berksmammals.org.uk

If you have any mammal news to share with 

other BMG members, or suggestions of 

what you’d like to see in the newsletter, 

please send them to me. We can’t 

guarantee to use everything, but keeping 

contributions short

helps, and good

pictures are always

welcome! (See page 2

for our photography

competition.)

Angela Houghton

Newsletter Officer
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Contacting us

If you want to ask us anything, please use 

the relevant contact email address. You can 

also find us on Facebook (search ‘Berkshire 

Mammal Group’).

Dormouse activities and training: 

dormice.bmg@gmail.com

Other event enquiries: 

event.bmg@gmail.com

Records and surveys: 

surveys.bmg@gmail.com

Newsletter enquiries and submissions:

newsletter.bmg@gmail.com

General enquiries: 

berksmammals@gmail.com



The Berkshire Mammal Group Photographic Competition 2012

We are running a members’ photographic competition this summer, partly because it’s fun and 

partly to increase our supply of images! See below for all the details…

Categories:

1. UK mammals

2. World mammals

3. Under 17s

Rules:

1. Any member of The Berkshire Mammal Group may enter up to four photographs, no more 

than two per category. They must be submitted by email to berksmammals@gmail.com.

2. Entries should be submitted in JPEG format. They can be sent in a zip folder. The maximum 

permitted file size is 2.5MB per image (we may ask for larger versions of winning entries, if 

available).

3. Each image should feature one or more mammals in some way, including tracks and signs.

4. You may manipulate images as you see fit.

5. Your name and the title of the image should accompany each photo.

6. The winning entries will be exhibited at the indoor talk in September and all entries may be 

shown on The Berkshire Mammal Group’s website.

7. You must own the copyright of any image that you enter. The copyright of all entries will 

remain with the photographer but, by entering the competition, you agree to license The 

Berkshire Mammal Group to publish your entries on its website, newsletter and in any other 

publications or on publicity materials free of charge and without time limitation.

8. Entries should be submitted by Friday 3rd August. Results will be announced at our indoor talk 

in September (date and speaker tbc).

Can they be edited?

It is entirely up to you. We decided that we would not put any constraints on how you produce 

your images (providing they are YOUR images and that they are of a mammal or mammals in some 

way). You are free to exercise your digital (or darkroom) creativity as much or as little as you want.

How will photographs be judged?

We hope to find an external mammal or ecological expert, photographer or artist to help judge the 

competition. Otherwise, the photographs will be judged by committee member(s). The judges will 

not know the identity of the member who entered the photograph. The final judging criteria will 

be decided by the judges but will include the following: subject (including rarity and behaviour), 

focusing, depth of field, composition and overall artistic merit. The photograph will be judged 

solely by the quality of the final image and not by the photographic or editing techniques used or 

by the difficulty of obtaining the photo.

What about copyright?

You must only enter your own images (i.e. photos you have taken yourself!). That means you must 

not include images made by others even if they are freely available! Your ownership and copyright 

of an image is not affected by entering it in the competition. However, by entering, you give The 

Berkshire Mammal Group permission to use your images free of charge for any purpose, including 

to publish the photograph on the website, in the newsletter or in any other publication.

Rebecca Thomas

Chair

Prizes:

The first prize in each category will be a keeper experience 

session at Beale Park, Pangbourne (www.bealepark.co.uk). 

For the under 17s this will be a junior keeper session.

Stay in touch! Join us on Facebook (search ‘Berkshire Mammal Group’)



We need your records!

We want to know which mammals we have 

in Berkshire and where they live. To do this 

we need as many records of as many species 

as possible. So even if you just saw a Grey 

Squirrel in your local park it’s still really 

useful to know. (Common species are often 

under-recorded!)

Records can be of tracks and signs as well as 

sightings of live or dead animals. The more 

records we have the better! We want to put 

together maps and eventually an atlas for 

Berkshire mammals, and to do that we need 

to have lots of records.

So, if you see a mammal (any mammal!) or 

mammal sign try to make a note of the 

following:

• Date

• Time

• Where you saw it

• If it was dead/alive or a track/sign

• Any other information you can (e.g. 

number of animals, if they were adult or 

juvenile).

You can enter your records online by 

following the link on the recording page of 

the website at

http://www.berksmammals.org.uk/#/record

ing/4545119446

or give paper records to me at an indoor 

meeting.

Happy mammal spotting!

Laura Daniells

Surveys Officer

Calling all Junior members!

Should there be an area in the newsletter 

specially for you? If so, what would you like 

to see in it? Would you be willing to send 

things in for it, like stories, quizzes, or 

pictures?

Let us know what you think – send your 

ideas to Angela, the Newsletter Officer!

And finally… a message from the Chair

The Berkshire Mammal Group is moving 

from strength to strength, thanks to our 

hugely supportive members. We have now 

set up a new committee group (contact 

details on the website) and a Facebook 

group and are planning many exciting 

events for this year and next. We have a 

growing membership and over 150 people 

on our mailing list. As well as our successful 

dormouse monitoring we are beginning to 

make plans for other mammal species in 

Berkshire. If you have ideas for any events, 

training or talks then please get in touch 

with us and keep an eye on the website for 

our upcoming events. 

Becky Thomas

Chair


